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Australian Window Association 
 

 
MINUTES OF SOFT TECH V6 USERS GROUP MEETING #35 

 
 

Thursday 4 March 2010 
Soft Tech Australia Office, Sydney 

 
Meeting opened 10.08 am 
 

Attendance 
 

 Trend Windows  - Joanne Celebrin 
     - Chantel da Fonseca 

 Capral   - Craige Johnson 
 Alspec   - Derek Neuschulz 
 Shelley Glass  - Francis Yen 
 G.James   - Mike Eccles  

- Shane Baker 
 Micos    - Rob Penman 

     - Jay Phillips 
 Designer Windows  - Ray Shottle 
 Seaview Joinery  - Shaun Forst 
 A&L Windows  - Steve Gillard 
 Arch. Windows & Doors  - James Anderson        
 Rylock   - Doug Andrews 
 Soft Tech    - John Ball 

- Anne Coulter 
- Kerry Williams 
 
 
 

Apologies 
 

 Trend Windows  - Ray Schroder 
  Suman Singh 

 AWS (Vantage)      - Michelle Sealey 
 Canterbury Windows  - Glen Morgan 

 
 

Previous minutes were not read.  

 
 
Anne Coulter welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced those attending via Web 
Conferencing. 
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Soft Tech Update - John Ball 
 
Company Founder and Chairman     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 New Major USA Customer #1 
   

 
    AGA Architectural Glass & Aluminium Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 

 New Major USA Customer #2 
 
 

GMS Gardner Metal Systems Inc 
 

 
    

    
    
 

 New Major USA Customer #3 
 
 

Oldcastle Glass 
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 New Major USA Customer #4 
 
 

Harmon Inc, Minnesota 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    

 1st South African Customer 
 
 

World Of Windows  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Australian V6 Database release – OLYMPIC  
 
 

Suites available are - 2430, 2660, 400, 4450 Door 
    450 Door, 4500, 4660, 4800 
    4820 
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Demonstration  - V6 Version 3.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anne Coulter 
Soft Tech Australia 

 
 
 

 Version 3.5 is due for release on 1 April 2010 to System Customers V6 Database 
Administrators for review. 

 
  
 Anne demonstrated a number of the new features, including many of the 

enhancements requested by the Australian User Group and now incorporated within 
this version of V6. 
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3.50 Demonstration 
 
 

1. New Browsers  Feel / fit 

 

Same information in the Browsers but different layouts available to select from including 

‘on the fly’ multi-search criteria 
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2. Glass Optimisation is now inbuilt 
 

Each Glass type now has an Optimisation tab to record trims and Stock Sheet sizes. 

 

 

Each quote BOM now give a Glass Cutting Pattern per Glass Type 
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3.          Design Board TOOL SETS 

 

A new Feature in 3.5 allows Database Developers to create different Quote Design Boards for – 

 

a. Different product types 

b. Different operators/user types 

 

         

 

The current Design Board looks the same for each frame in a V6 quote – 

 

 
 

 

A newly designed Commercial Toolset is below - 
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4. Quotes -  Project Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
Quotes can now be split and separately managed by a new feature – Project Manger which is 

accessed from the Job Details area on the quote tree. 
 
You can split an existing quote into smaller Jobs (which use the same master quote number but 

different suffixes).  These Jobs are all individual V6 quotes which can have their frame sizes and 
options altered to suit manufacturing needs which still being linked for costings back to the original 
Project Quote Manager. 
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V6 Technical Update  - Anne Coulter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

VV66  LLaatteesstt  VVeerrssiioonnss  

  

  
  
Current releases are – 
2.10.1284 Aug 2008 
3.20.0553 Sep 2008 
3.30.0841      Feb 2010 
3.40.0847      Feb 2010 
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New Features in Current Version 3.4  
 
 

1. Auto Thumbnail on Quote Items 
 
 

Under Setup Options / Quote Tree there is a new feature which will automatically take a thumbnail sketch of 
the frame once you exit the Design Board 
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2.  CADLINK – two new features 
 
 
 

a.  Cadlink can now create individual Full Length and Individual Member cross-section cuts. 
 

 
Inidividual            Full Length 
 
 
 

  
b. You can now move between cross –sections more easily with the Cut List Finder 
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3. Date Effective Labour Grids 
 
There is a new feature which allows you to apply a new rate for any of the labour grid areas 
which is to take effect at a later inputted date. 
 
 

 
 
 
In the above example the areas greyed out have a stored rate change ready to take effect 
from a nominated date. 
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4. Price Groups – New Level  -  Staff Process Groups 
 

 
 

Price Groups can now be assigned at the Staff / User Level as  
well as the previous existing levels which are – 
 
 

 Setup Option – Costing has the Default Price Group if 
 no others are nominated 

 

 
 
 

 Another is set at the Frame Resource Level 
 

 Another is set at the Customer Level 
 

 
 

 And now a new one is set at the Staff Level 
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User Group Enhancement Requests                
 
 
 

1. Glass Sq/mtres (Display Options)   Agreed to submit in  

Different format  

 

 
 
 Discussion Requested from Previous Meeting  

 

òCan we have an option to display the number of sq uare metres in the glass lite on the 

Drawing Board ?   

 

This is similar to the option to show glass codes.ó  
 

DIFFERENT FORMAT ð The Group requested that a right -click over each light 

should display the light statistics   (similar to Light -by -Light glass)   
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2. Frame Drawing Internal Daylight Dimensions  

Decline d  
 

 

Discussion Requested from Previous Meeting     
 

 

òCould we please have an ability to display horizontal & vertical daylight sizes within the lights 

within a frame?  

 

 

This eliminates the need fo r the factory boys to use calculators to work out where sections are 

to be fabricated within a frame.ó 
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3. Folder Format Options     Agreed to Submit  
 

“Is it possible to have the 'folder' entries in the family 'tree' in different colours , bold, underlined 

etc. ? 

 

This is to enable the user to visually identify the main groupings more easily.  

  

For example:  

  

In glass        Annealed to be in blue  

                    Laminate in red  

                    Toughened in green  

  

Group agreed that  the optimum would be to have MS Word type functionality ð e.g.   
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4. New Setup Options ð via DBupdate   Agreed to Submit  

 
  

òWhen new Setup Options are introduced, especially ones which involve 'local' rather than 

'global' settings, can we  have some way of setting the values of these options during the 

DBUpdate?  

  

For example, 3.4 has  some flags on the Quote Tree screen which weren't on 3.3  

 

    Confirm saving changed nested frame  

    Automatic refresh of thumbnail.  

 

 

 
 

  

The conversion  process  left these set to 'NO'.  
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5. Copy Quote ð Item Status           Agreed to Submit  
 
 

òWhen copying a quote it copies the status of the items.    

 

When using Alternatives it loses the status and return s it to New Item.  

 

Can Alter natives be the same as copying in this respect?ó 
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6. Delivery Date      Agreed to Submit  

In different format  
 
 
 
 
 
 

òWhen setting the delivery date on the Quote Header screen, it filters down to new items 

added after that date was add ed.  

 

Would it be possible that when you change this date on the Header page, that it always 

changes the dates to all items ð even if they were added before the date was changed?  

 

The majority of windows are always delivered together with the exception of s ometimes a 

couple in a quote that have a different delivery date.   These items can just be changed on 

the item tab.ó 

 

 

DIFFERENT FORMAT ð The Group agreed to a changed based on the Date within 

the Quote Header.  If this is changed, V6 should prompt the us er -   

 

Change Delivery Date on ALL Quote Items?  Yes/No  

 

Default Should be No  
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7. Glass Codes on Quotes & Reports   Agreed to Submit  
 
 

òWhen printing a report with a picture of the frame, the glass codes sometimes overlap each 

other  when printing.  

 

I have increased the picture size on the report so that they fit better but on some frames this 

still happens.  

 

I have been getting a lot of frames with different colourback glass types and need to identify 

which one is in each hole.  

 

Can you please see if there is a way that you can maybe scale the glass codes to fit within the 

light?  
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__________________________________________________ 
 

Next meeting  Thursday, 3 June 2010  (10am)   

To be held at ð 

 

Soft Tech Australi a P/L   

10 Warby Street  

Campbelltown  NSW 2560  
 


