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Australian Window Association 
 

 
MINUTES OF SOFT TECH V6 USERS GROUP MEETING #42 

 
 

Thursday 1 September 2011 
Soft Tech Australia Office, Sydney 

 
Meeting opened 10.04 am 

 

Attendance 
 

 Capral    - Craige Johnson 
   - Riri Hohaia    

 Alspec    - Allan McCubben 
 G.James    - Mike Eccles  

- Shane Baker 
- John Staunton 

 Micos    - Jay Phillips 
 Shelley Glass   - Francis Yen 
 Aneeta    - Robert Langner 
 ASA    - James Gillian 
 Select Windows   - Ian Rickards 
 APL NZ    - Dan Rigg 

- Frex Vincent 
 Rylock    - Doug Andrews 
 Seaview Joinery   - Shaun Forst 
 Spectrum Comm. Glazing - Michael Molina 
 AJ Glass    - Paul Murphy 
 Envirotech   - Steve Parkes 
 Lidco    - Chinton Shah 
 Darley Aluminium  - Graeme Butler 

- Tony Zhu 
- Alex Cai  

 Trend Windows   - Joanne Celebrin 
  Ray Schroder 
  Suman Singh 

    Chantel da Fonseca 
 Soft Tech    - Anne Coulter 

  John Ball 
  Kerry Williams 
   

Apologies 
 

 AWS (Vantage)       - Michelle Sealey  
 Trend Windows   - Ray Schroder 

     - Suman Singh                                                
 Canterbury Windows  - Lydia Amour-Naidoo  

- Peter Leeke 
- Glen Morgan 
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Soft Tech Update - John Ball 
 
Company Founder and Chairman     

 
 

  
 
John gave an insightful talk about technology changes and the hugely increasing role of software 
within the smallest to the largest business.   John’s seat on the NZ Government IT Research 
Grants Board gives him an ideal perspective on this rapidly changing world. 

 
 Influx of Tablets 
 Cloud replaces private servers 
 SaaS replaces stand alone 
 Software dominates infrastructure  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3rd South African Customer - Swartland 

    
 

 Timber Windows 
 Sustainable practices platform 
 Turnkey solution from Soft TEch 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Production Software sale - UK 
 

      
 Construction Coy 
 Own uPVC Manufacturing 
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Demonstration  - V6 New Version  - 3.50.03 

  

  
 
Anne Coulter        Kerry Williams 
 
 
Anne gave a demonstration of new quoting/operational changes in this release and Kerry demonstrated 
the new database developer features of 350.03. 
 
 A small collection of the new features include – 
 

1. Inbuilt Glass Optimising  
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2. New Colonials Wizard allows frames created with different grid patterns –e.g.  

 
 
 

            
 
          To have the colonials aligned 
          Horizontally e.g.     

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   And result in this 
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3. Changes to viewing small dimensions on large frames 
 
   
 

 
 
 

4. Quote Pricing columns now provide totals 
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V6 Technical Update   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VV66  LLaatteesstt  VVeerrssiioonnss  

 Current releases are – 
2.10.1284    Aug 2008 
3.20.0553    Sep 2008 
3.30.0857    May 2010 
3.40.1579     Jun  2011 
3.50.1349         Aug 2011 
 
 
Available from 
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Enhancement Requests from Users 

 

 

1. Report Links Changes      Agreed to Submit 

 
 
Is Softtech planning to make report links operating system environment friendly at any stage soon? 
 
By this I mean instead of using a report link like  
C:\Program Files\V6_Alspec_SQL\QReports 
we use something like 
%ProgramFiles%\V6_Alspec_SQL\QReports 
 
This would make it possible for 32bit and 64bit machines networked together using V6 to work with 
QReports properly.     At the moment they don’t unless you dump the QReports on a 64bit machine into 
the 32bit program files directory 
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2. Labour Split on BOM                 Agreed to Submit 

 

 

Can we get 2 separate labour tabs as we have factory and site (sub contract) labour information and 
would like totals of the 2 areas separated on the BOM pages of a quote. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Separate Finishing Cost & Extrusions on BOM        Agreed to Submit 

Can we get finishes (powdercoating or anodising) on a separate tab or area from extrusions.  
 
We buy all our extrusion in in mill and send to a separate companies for finishing so it is a separate 
cost ‘header’. 
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4. Glass Processes on BOM         Agreed to Submit 

                 

We buy all our glass in cut to size and with all processing done (i.e. polishing and holes cut etc.). 
 
 I would like all these processes to be in the glass tab. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Quote Prefixes       Agreed to Submit 
 

Could you please increase the prefix field to 6 characters? 
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6. Hide from Pickers – quote only       Agreed to Submit 

 

 

 
This applies mainly to 'frames' but could be possibly be useful elsewhere. 

  

When the 'hide from picker' flag is set for a frame, it stops that frame being seen under all 

circumstances. 

  

What we would like to suggest is a more sophisticated set of settings: 

  

a)    'Hide from all pickers'                      This is the same as now 

b)    'Hide from quote item picker only'   This would 'hide' the frame when adding items to a 

quote but still allow it to be selected as a nested frame. 

  

This would allow the users to manually nest a frame into a light but not use it on its own. 

  

In addition, it would be useful if these settings could be applied to families, so that the size of the 

'tree' could be reduced. 
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7.  Display Sash Overall Sizes on Drawing Board         Not Submitted 

 

The Group believed that the writer could achieve the sash sizes via User defined 

Dimensions.   

The concept of placing them within the sash was not considered sufficiently beneficial to 

submit. 
 

Is there any reason why V6 can’t display the overall sash size (height & width) as an option on 

the Drawing Board? 

 

It would be extremely useful – I’d suggest the dimensions be within the sash not outside it. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

8.  Merging Databases – Problem with Finishes           Not Submitted 

   At this point 
 

 

We need a way to make merging databases more user friendly. 

 

The issue has always been the ‘Finishes’ which are specific to each library. 

 

If databases like Aneeta are released to the general V6 community, we would like to be able to 

merge it into our current database (which is non supplier specific). 
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9.  Wers Rating – variety of glass within frames         Agreed to Submit 

 
 
Increasingly we are finding that users are requesting to have different glazing requirements within the 
one frame.   
 
An example of this would be a frame with Lowlite/s, where they may have 5mm in the Lowlite and 4mm 
in the Top Lite (Opening Sash) of the window.   
 
Currently in V6 the WERS feature (on screen or reporting) does not cater for these instances.  I have 
been informed by the Research and Development Team that in these instances WERS should return 
the values of the lites with the lower glass thickness – i.e. for the Top Lites (Opening Sash) of the 
window  
 
Can V6 WERs be altered to allow us to work with this decision?   If other companies view this differently 
can we have a set up to cater for their choices in this? 

 
 

 

 

The Group considered that since no specific direction 

from WERs was available on this, multiple solutions will 

be necessary within setup options including the one 

requested above. 

 

The alternative solution of – as current should be the 

default. 

 

Other solutions are expected to be submitted at future 

meetings. 
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10. Nesting multi-face Frames    Agreed to Submit 

 
 
We would like to be able to nest multi-faced frames into outer frames 
 
 

 
  
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Next meeting Thursday, 1 December 2011 (10am)   

To be held at – 
 
Soft Tech Australia P/L   
10 Warby Street 
Campbelltown  NSW 2560 


